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FOR THE GOSPEL MESSENGER. 


EXTRACT FROM A SERMON, 


Preached at the opening of St. Matthew’s Church for Divine Service, on the 14th Nov. 
by the Rector.* 


REVELATION iv. part of Ist verse—‘ After this Ilooked, and behold ! a door was opened 
in Heaven!” 


“There is another feature of the worship of heaven, in resembling 
which, the peace, prosperity and triumph of the Church on earth aré 
deeply involved. Nay, we should imvert this order and say, that in 
this feature the Church in heaven resembles that below. For is it 
not the warring army of Christ upon this plain of conflict, that furnishes 
from its victorious ranks those conquerors who wear the crown of pro- 
motion above? Is it not the Church of Jesus that nurses here in its 
bosom of grace, and gives the Church above its happy throng of wor- 
shippers ? 

“T beheld, says the honored Apostle—(using symbolical language 
which might speak to all ages, climes, and nations,) 1 beheld, and lo, 
in the midst of the throne and of the four beasts, and in the midst of 
the elders stood a Lamb as it had been slain.” And again—“I beheld 
and heard the voice of many angels round about the throne, and the 
beasts and the elders; and the number of them was ten thousand times 
ten thousand, and thousands of thousands, saying with a loud voice 
worthy is the Lamb that was slain, to receive power, and riches, and 
wisdom, and strength, and honor, and glory, and blessing.’”” This was 
the bond which united all hearts—the name that harmonised all voices : 
Jesus, “the Lamb that was slain.” He, receiving equal adoration with 
the eternal Father, is the centre of heaven’s praises—the centre of 
heaven’s triumphant unity—and He is such as the Lamb slain—Jesus 
Christ the crucified! He wears still upon his glorified body, the five 
wounds of the victim of Calvary. To Him, as such, without one fal- 
tering, unwilling, or discordant voice, rises the worship of heaven. 
What a truth! what a comfortable truth is this! You'have looked upon 
the sun rolling on in his strength to the gates of the West. Your 
pained and quivering eye has turned away unequal to the sight—a 
cloud comes to your relief, catches in its bosom the intercepted rays, 
and transformed itself into a sea of molten gold—softens, refracts and 


— 





* The conseeration of said Church, lately completed, would have taken place on that 
day, (23d Sunday after Trinity,) but the services of Bishop Rutledge cou d uot be ob- 
tained for the purpose. It was'therefore opened for present use, with a disco rse suited: 


to the occasion. 
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multiplies the splendors of the scene. Such is the power, influence, 
and position of the Mediator in heaven, Its ransomed worshippers 
cannot look upon the terrible glory of the Father—but as it shines in 
the face of Jesus Christ. It is the shadow of his great atonement 
which attempers to the vision of the redeemed—the “light inaccessi- 
ble” of the eternal throne. 
) Christ is the centre of heaven’s unity—Christ must be the centre of 
all Christian unity upon earth—the unity of that Church “which is the 
4° blessed company of all faithful people.” Christ must be the al? in all 
» of its worship. Rites and ceremonies are of value as they show forth 
F His atoning death and sacrifice—as they lead the soul to Him—the 
| Lamb slain. No throng of human mediators can block up the way to 
. Him the one Mediator. The worship of heaven rises dzrectly to the 
is throne. No crowd of man-appointed intercessors need come be- 
% tween our trembling hearts and His. His Spirit pleadszm and for His 
people. ‘ Christ 1s God (says one)—none can come between Him and 
God. Christ is man—none can come between Him and man—as God- 
man, he fills up the whole chasm between man and the Deity. He 
Jays one hand upon the throne of God, the other on man’s heart, and 
makes the two one.” Christ is the centre of heaven’s unity—around 
Him the spirits of a glorified humanity cling ¢here with joy unutter- 
able—around Him the hearts of a sinful humanity in faith must cluster 
here. There is none other name given under heaven among men, 
sk whereby we can be saved but the name of Jesus! Brethren, we need 
ie no arrogant Pontiff to marshall the forces of the Redeemer in this val- 
ley of conflict—we need no corruptible viceroy to wield the judicial 


Pe thunders of God over this province of His empire. Christ is the leader 
y and commander of His people—our head, as he is in heaven, “chiefest 
re among ten thousand.” He wears alone the crown of sovereignty, and 
i: bears the bow of irresistible power, and there leads on his ‘‘sacramen- 
B) tal host,’”’ “conquering and to conquer.” See then, that with undivi- 


ded homage, as taught by your Scriptural ard Protestant Church, you 
emulate the host above in worshipping the Lamb even as ye honor the 
Father. Oh, were the hearts of Christendom tern away from these 
schemes of earthly policy, and fixed with supreme devotion upon Him; 
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e were Christ’s mediatorial glory, (asin heaven ) kept continually before 
e them ; had they been living, walking, rejoicing in a light of such mag- 


nitude, these objects of stmfe had been long since obscured—long 
since, had religious discord been an exile from earth. Long since, 
had that anxious prayer been answered—* Oh that some blessed dove 
would again bring back the olive branch of peace into the ark of God.”’* 
You have seen what prominence this truth possesses in heaven.. 
“Jesus Christ and Him crucified.” Therefore the great Apostle wisely 
determined to know and preach nothing but this. Lt is a truth in which 
all heaven rejoices—a truth, we must feel here if we expect to enter it. 
“The death of Christ is the life of the world.” The death of Christ is 
the life of the believing soul. Above all commissions, therefore, this 
charge is given to the Church upon earth, to preach “Jesus Christ and 
Him crucified.” Freighted with this rich, priceless argosy, it comes 
down to us upon the waters of time, and to accomplish its glorious 
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mission, ¢his it must bear on to the latest generations of man. The re- 
demption of our captive humanity, the salvation of millions yet un- 
born, demand, with trumpet-tongue, that it prove not recreant to this 
truth, that it make not shipwreck of this precious cargo. The Church 
below can only be the nursery of the Church above, as it fulfills this 
commission. ‘ Jesus Christ and Him crucified,” this must be the in- 
scription emblazoned on her banner, and that glorious banner not 
defaced by human devices, not trailing in the dust, not drooping in the 
rear, but floating high in mid-heaven, to be seen and read of all men. 
There must be no withdrawal, no concealment, no obscuration of this 
truth. It must be the central sun blazing out from your system of 
faith—all others, the satellites which move obediently around it. For 
this, brethren, your Church has been erected—the manifestation of the 
truth as itis in Jesus. That truth which points us lost and perishing 
to the cross alone for salvation. You are solemnly charged by Him 
“in the midst of the throne”’ to see to it, that no veil of error dim the re- 
splendent features of this truth—that this mediatorial glory suffer no 
diminution from its influence. In common with every branch of Christ’s 
Church you are charged to guard this legacy, which cost the precious 
blood of God’s only Son, in all its integrity, its divine spirituality, its 
heavenly simplicity. You are warned that the enemies of the Cross 
wear now the livery of angels of light, and can only be met by angelic 
vigilance. And remember, your Church—your soul can live, only as 
you value, receive, and cherish this truth. 

My Christian friends, our venerable Church has many claims upon 
our affection. Its apostolic origin and time-honored institutions—its 
full, rich, comforting privileges, these hold the strong increasing devo- 
tion of our hearts. But chiefly we love it because it teaches in all is 


JSulness, that truth for which Apostles faithfully contended, resisting 


even unto blood—for which multitudes, now praising above, once 
braved the fiery shroud of martyrdom—for which a Wickliffe and a 
Luther battled so boldly, so triumphantly ; for which a Cranmer ba»- 
tized with flame from his only error—so nobly died. We prize and 
reverence it, for it brings down to us that “candle” lighted by Latimer 
and Ridley upon the plains of Smithfield, and which, having flashed 
defeat upon the dark legions of error here, shall shine at last with the 
countless souls it has illumined upon the mount of God forever. Yes, 
chiefly we would have you love your Church—for, faithful witness, it 
tells you so often of a dying Saviour ; it points you continually, like the 
adoration of heaven, to the Lamb that was slain. 

But to return to the significant words of my text. I looked, said the 
beloved John, and behold a door zas opencd in heaven—precious truth ! 
The heart that looks to heaven wiii find a door opened. It was opened, 
when that cry from the mount of sacrifice reached the shrouded sky, 
and light came down to chase away the darkness of Calvary! It was 
opened, when Jesus rose conqueror of the grave, and death and hell ; 
and heaven threw wide its everlasting gates to receive the returning 
God. It was opened, when the “Spirit of glory and of God” came 
down in cloven tongues of fire to plead and work and strive with guilty 
man. It is open still, and shall be, until His work of mercy be done ; 
open towards earth, that heayen’s rich love may flow down upon it ; 
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that man might rise by faith and prayer, and return in spirit with his 
ascending Saviour unto God. It was opened by Christ and through 
Christ only. Ere it could be unbarred for man’s admission, it was ne- 
cessary that the blood of a divine victim should be sprinkled upon it. 
Jesus offered His own rich precious blood—heaven became the pur- 
chased heritage of fallen man, and heavenly voices rolled down that 
glad invitation, come up hither. And now Christ himself proclaims with 
divine authority, I am the door, no man cometh unto the Father but by 
Me! My costly blood must sprinkle the heart and conscience from sin, 
or there can be no redemption. My spirit must change and tune the 
heart, or it cannot learn the new song of the redeemed. I am the way, 
the new and living way for you to walk in. I am the truth, the sanc- 
tifying truth to guide you in that way. I am the life, (awakening now 
in your soul the pulsations of a joy unspeakable, a glorious hope)—the 
ete/nal life in which that way shall end. Christ is the door, through 
Him alone can you enter and obtain grace, mercy and peace from 
God the Father. Believing in Jesus, you are accepted now by God, 
and covered is all your guilt under the robe of a divine righteousness. 
Enter thus dy faith, ministering angels wait to receive and usher you 
in, when you come with that pass word Jesus ; and soon the porter 
Death shall introduce you to take your crown and harp in that grand 
assembly of the “just made perfect.” Oh, strive to enter in, draw not 
back unto perdition—arise, go im unto the King ; press with more than 
an angel’s ardor to the foot of the throne. Give your twmost heart to 
God, ere “grating harsh thunder” on your ear, those gates of life are 
shut against your hopeless soul forever. 

Christian, that door is open; it is your privilege as a child of God, 
to go in doldly and whisper in His ear that name, (which coming from 
the meek and lowly heart, is heard above all the harpings of angels)— 
Abba Father! That door is a ready way of escape from sin and 
temptation; earth can give you no shelter. The desert has its temp- 
ter; the evil heart is there ; heaven is the only asylum to which the 
oppressed and captive spirit can go for rest; and there upon the dove- 
like wings of faith and hope, you must flee awey to seek it. Sin can- 
not enter there, it cannot drag you down from thence; for there you 
dwell under the defence of the Most High; there you may abide under 
the shadow of the Almighty. 

My hearers, as we have entered together this sanctuary of God 
to-day. may we all, through: Christ the door, go up at last with palms 
of victory in our hands; with shouts of exultation on our lips; with 
everlasting joy in our hearts, into that temple of God not made with 
hands, eternal in the heayens.—Amen. 

—~— 
FOR THE GOSPEL MESSENGER. 





ST. PHILIP’S AND ST. MICHAEL’S. 
NO. Ill. 


We will now attempt a description of St. Michael’s Church ; at all 
events, we will present an outline of its principal features, It is built 
of brick and rough cast; the extreme length of the building is 130 feet, 
and it is 60 feet wide. The exterior of the Church is Roman Dorve, 
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adorned with Doric pilasters continued around the building. Between 
the pilasters is a double row of arched windows on each side, the upper 
less in height thanthe lower. The principal entrance is under a beau- 
tiful portico, with four Doric columns, surmounted by an entablature 
and pediment, which are carried out to the full extent of the order, the 
frieze being filled with triglyphs, and the meteopes richly and appro- 
priately ornamented. ‘lhe cornice is fully elaborated by introducing 
the mutules. This entablature, with al] its proper paits and adorn- 
ments, originally encompassed the whole body of the building, but 
being made of wood, and thereby considered dangerous as regards fire, 
it was years ago removed, and a parapet, many of our readers must 
remember, built in its stead. That parapet, in the summer of 1847, 
was also taken down, and the present substantial and massive cornice 
substituted. The work was done by Mr. James E. Walker and Bro- 
thers, stone cutters and artistes in Meeting-street * In the progress of 
the work, it was ascertained that it bad not been commenced tow soon. 
A great part of the east end of the building had to be taken down, the 
great arch over the chancel having been sprung on tiraber, which had 
decayed, and there being an immense weight above, the settling had 
made many fissures in the wall. Mr. James O’Neill did the requisite 
wood work, and repaired the roof. These improvements, with those 
made by the Messrs. Walker, added much to the permanency and 
safety of the whole structure. 

The steeple of St. Michael’s is composed of a tower and spire; the 
former is square, and rises to the proper height, the lower part deco- 
rated as we have already said. Over this, rise two rustic courses, in 
the lower are small round sashed windows on the north and south sides, 
and in the second course, are small square windows on each side. 
From this course the steeple rises octagonal, having windows with 
Venetian blinds on each face, with Ionic pilasters between each, whose 
cornice supports a balustrade. Within this course is the belfry. The 
next course is likewise octagonal, but somewhat smaller than the 
lower, rising from within the balustrade. It has lofty sashed windows 
alternately on each face, with pilastersand a cornice. Here is a clock 
with dial plates on the cardinal sides. Upon this course rises on a small 
octagonal base, a range of Corinthian pillars, with a balustrade connect- 
ing them; the centre of the arches ornamented with sculptured heads 
in relief. The body of the steeple is carried up octagonal within the 
pillars, on whose entablature a fluted spire rises. This is terminated 
by a globe, suppurticg a vane one hundred and seventy-eight feet from 
the pavement. 

This very elegant steeple, which has long and justly been the pride 
of Charleston, was found, in November 1846, to be damaged for want 
of proper repairs. Accordingly the Vestry called to its aid Mr. E. B. 
White, so favorably known to the public, and caused under the advice 
and superintendence of that gentleman, all of the exterior plastering of 
the steeple to be removed, and to be cemented anew. All the wood 
work found to be damaged by exposure to the weather, principally in 
lhe balconies, was repaired. All the floors of the balcomies, and the 





* Now in Anson-atreet, 
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shingle roof which was exposed to fire, were covered with copper ; the 
wood work of the steeple painted, and the ball“and vane gilded. It is 
much to be regretted that the spire of the steeple had not at the same 
time been coppered, so as to have avoided in future all possibility of 
danger from fire. 

A small wood cut on the cover of this Magazine, presents a tolerably 
good outline of the side and front elevation of this building. 

The interior of the Church is finished in an appropriate manner, well 
calculated to awaken a solemnity of feeling, highly favorable to reli- 
gious impressions. The two orders, Ionic and Corinthian, are very 
judiciously used. The chancel isa pannelled wainscot with four Co- 
rinthian pilasters supporting the proper cornice. The Deca!ogue, Lord’s 
Prayer, and Apostles’ Creed are placed between them. The galleries 
are supported by twelve Roman lonic columns, and are very hand- 
some. The ceiling is a plain, but a fine bold cove; the whole tone of 
the interior being truly majestic and impressive, and this effect is pro- 
duced, not by any extra gaud or ornament, but solely by the due appor- 
tioument and harmonizing of light and color. 

Itis frequently asserted that the exterior of St. Michael’s resembles 
the Church of “St. Martin’s in the Fields” in London, and was probably 
built after its design and plan. Weare at a loss to account for the ori- 
gin of this opinion, because, by comparing the two edifices, they 
demonstrate great points of difference; for insjance, the exterior of St. 
Martin’s in the Fields in London, is Corinthian, with a very magnifi- 
cent portico of six columns on its front, the flank of the building being 
ornamented by Corinthian pilasters, intervening one between each 
window, with the entablature of the portico continued above them, sur- 
mounted by a handsome balustrade. Above the portico rises the spire, 
which employs the Ionic and Corinthian in two of its stories, whereas 
St. Michael’s employs these two orders and the composite. The spire 
of the steeple of St. Martin’s is pierced with openings, whereas St. 
Michael’s is fluted, and in many essential points there are many stri- 
king differences in proportion and arrangement, which do nc t well 
admit of description, but yet are very obvious upon comparing the 
two buildings. 

There is in St. Michael’s au organ, that has been much admired for 
its elegance of cunstruction and brilliancy of tone; it was imported 
from London in 1768, This Church also has a fine peal of bells, and a 
clock imported in 1764. In reference to the organ, the bells, and the 
clock, we see in Timothy’s Gazette, February 19th, 1763, a native 
Carolinian highly commended for the active part he took in promoting 
a subscription in England “to procure a clock, an organ. and a peal of 
bells for St. Michael’s Church, in Charleston.” This Carolinian was, 
at the time, a prosperous merchant, resident in London. 

Again, in the same Gazette, dated 15th September, 1764, we have 
the information: “Arrived this day,in the Little Carpenter, Captain 
Muir, a fine peal of bells and clock for St. Michael’s Church, in this 
town.” 

And again, October 8th, 1764, there is this notice, “the General 
Assembly adjourned October 6th, upon which joyful occasion, the guns 
at Granville’s bastion were fired, and St. Michael’s bells rang.” 
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There are several conflicting accounts as to the subsequent removal 
and remarkable restoration of these bells. We would refer the curious 
on this subject to Dr. Dalcho’s Church History, for the following in- 
formation respecting them, which we have investigated, and believe to 
be correct. 

« At the evacuation of Charles-Town, December 1782, Maj. Traille, 
of the Royal Artillery, took down the bells of St. Michael’s Church, 
under pretence of being a military perquisite, belonging to the . om- 
manding officer of artillery. The Vestry applied to Lieut. General 
Leslie to have them restored, as they had been bought by subscription, 
and private property was secured by the capitulation. Either no an- 
swer was returned, or it was unsatisfactory. A similar application 
was made to Sir Guy Carlton, at New-York, April 28th, 1783. This 
gentleman had anticipated the wishes of the Vestry. As soonas he 
heard of the circumstance, three months before their application, he 
issued an order, January 28, 1783, for the immediate restoration of the 
bells, together with every other public or private property of the iuha- 
bitants that may have been brought away. The bells, however, had 
been shipped from Charleston to England, and therefore could not im- 
mediately be restored: but a bell belonging to the Presbyterian 
Church, which had likewise been carried away by Major Traille, was 
in New-York, and was placed at the disposal of any person appointed 
to receive it. The Vestry then applied to the Secretary of War of 
Great Britain, without success. The bells were sold in England, and 
purchased by Mr. Ryhineu, who sent them back to Charleston in No- 
vember, 1783.” 

The bells of St. Michael’s Church have always been held in great 
respect by the good people of our city, who have from generation to 
generation been accustomed to listen to their music, either summoning 
to prayer, or ringing out a merry peal to put them into good spirits, in 
commemoration of some national holyday. But our respect is as 
nothing, when compared with that which attached to Church bells ge- 
nerally in the olden time. 

As many of our readers may not be aware of the influence they were 
supposed to exert, and the importance attached to them in other days, 
it may not be uninteresting to mention “the sacred honors’ that in Ro- 
man Catholic times in England, were conferred upon them. 

As late as the reign of the 8th Henry, only 300 years ago, before a 
bell was bung up in a steeple, 2¢ was baptized ; the same ceremonies 
were observed, or in part, that were prescribed for infants, and a name 
formally and solemnly given to it. Godfathers were even appointed, 
as necessary to the completion of the holy rite. 

After being thus duly baptized, bells were supposed to possess great 
power over the spirits of darkness, also over the elements; but the fol- 
lowing prayer will suffice to give the best idea, of how far their influence 
and power was supposed to extend, and what was confidently expect- 
ed from them by the faithful. Itis a literary curiosity :— 

‘“ Lord, grant that wheresoever this holy bell, thus washed and bles~ 
sed, shall sound, all deceits of Satan, all dangers of whirlwind, thun- 
ders, lightnings and tempests may be driven away, and that devotion 
may increase in Christian men when they hear it. O Lord, sanctify it 


by Thy holy Spirit: that when it sounds in Thy people’s ears, they 
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may adore Thee! May their faith and devotion increase, the devil be 
afraid aud tremble, and fly at the sound of it. O Lord, pour upon it 
Thy heavenly blessing, that the fiery darts of the devil may be made to 
fly backwards at the sound thereof; that it may deliver from danger 
of wind and thunder. And grant, that all that come to the Church at 
the sound of it, may be free from all temptations of the devil, and that 
the devil also may always fly away before the sound of it.” 

Having completed our description of the interior and exterior of St. 
Michael’s Church, and its fine steeple, with its beautiful proportions, I 
must now affectionately invite those who have accompanied me so far, 
to turn into, and to linger awhile with me in zts hallowed cemetery ; that 
last resting place on earth, appointed for many perhaps who will peruse 
these pages. : 

It is delightful to perceive the improvement made of late years in our 
places of sepulture. Itis alike worthy of an improved humanity, and 
an eulightened spirit of Christianity. Other nations less refined than 
ours, have always been accustomed to pay a decent regard to their 
dead ; in this respect they have shamed us: no one, therefore, can see 
an improvemeut in the decoration of our grave yards without interest 
and gratification, and I may add, religious sausfaction, It is to be 
hoped that the time is not far distant, when the gardens of the departed 
throughout our city, will be every where cultivated, and made to har- 
monize with the solemn purpose, to which they are dedicated and ap- 
plied. Sepulchral adornments, such as are too frequently resorted to ; 
“the storied urn or embiematic design,,” I do not refer to; they are too 
frequently the empty compliment of the living to the unworthy dead ; 
too often in their devices, the remnants of a classical Paganism! It 
has been well observed, and I borrow the remark, “! ow inappropriate 
the urn among a people who dura not their dead, and haveno ashes to 
preserve.” This is not the restitution of earth to earth that I approve, 
or wish to see imitated : but something more simple and unpretending, 
and heartfrlt. Ihave read somewhere a beautiful and instructive le- 
gend, that on the death of the Virgin, the Apostles went after a time to 
remove the body, and on opening the tomb, where it had been laid, 
found that it was gone; but in its place appeared, in full growth, a 
thick cluster of bright and varied flowers, I mention this pretty little 
legend as a hint to us, how much it behoves the living to remove and 
dispose of the remains of their dear ones, in a manner the least calcula- 
ted to shock the sensitiveness of the fondest attachment, and to give me 
the opportunity to speak of, and encourage a Jaudable custom that has 
grown out ofit, prevailing elsewhere in many places, and which I see 
now engaging the attention of many a warm and affectionate heart im- 
mediately areund us. 

If | could control public sentiment in this matter, I would dig no 
vault, nor build up the lofty tomb, but I would Jay what is left of our 
loved ones with resignation and reverence in the earth, and above the 
mound, that I would heap up over their remains, | would endeavor to 
insure a continual bloom. o other monument should appear than a 
modest enclosure, filled with sweet and bright flowers, And I would, 
if possible, have fountains here and there in the cemetery, with their 
sparkling waters rising from granite basins below, becoming (as they 
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are stirred in the air by the winds of heaven) to the eye of holy con- 
templation, like things of life and joy ; like redeemed souls, not only 
more pure and more sweet from their own undulations, but dispensing 
with freshening dew, their living influences to all things around, insur- 
ing a succession of blooming flowers throughout the year: as thus. I 
would set out the Verbena, (the red, the purple, the pink and the white) 
to harmonize with the cheerfulness and the profusion of Sprine. These 
little plants would grow with all proper humility near to the ground, 
spreading over it like acarpet. I would plant the Rose, to join in the 
beauty of Summer. I would have the Japan Honey Suckle, and the 
Chrysanthemum blooming, when almost every other flower has gone 
by, even in the withering heat of our Avrumn. And I would not omit 
to provide for the appearance of the Violet, with its fragrant purple 
flower in Winter ; and above all, early, very early in the opening 
year, | would have the Snowdrop, the most appropriate of flowers for 
the resting places of the dead, denoting a resurrection and a life, as it 
does, even at that season, when all things around proclaim the triumph 
of the great destr oyer—the death of nature! 

This simple method of rendering back our corruptible bodies to the 
dust whence they came, is the best that can be devised, and the most 
likely to mitigate the anguish of the bereaved heart, that has parted 
with those who have gone hence, no more to be seen on earth. And Il 
congratulate you, my brethren, who compose the congregation of St. 
Michael’s, that the idea has been conceived, and the example set by 
some of your pious worshippers. The precincts of your holy house 
of prayer, where your Fathers worshipped, and where many of you 
have been “regenerate and born again” by baptism, and where you 
have confirmed the vows previously made for you in that holy Sacra- 
ment, have been decently laid out, and affectionately adorned :—the 
place appointed for all living has been in several spots enclosed from 
profanation, has been guarded and sanctified by the offerings of affec- 
tion, and the tributes of sadness. You may now pause by many a 
grave, and read the brief and touching inscription, conveying lessons 
more eloquent than the philosophy of the world can write. The sa- 
cred name of “a mother,” or the simple record, “to the memory of our 
little daughter,” at once arrests attention, sinks deep into the heart, and 

“ Makes all mankind kin.” 


Thus the little region of the dead around you, puts on an improved 
appearance, and relieves the darkness, which, so conspicuous as it ever 
has been, in the very heart of your city, too long has been permitted to 
characterize that valley of the shadow of death. 

The neglect that is allowed too commonly to desecrate Christian 
burial places, amounts almost to irreligion. Is this too strong an ex- 
pression? I think not. It is a neglect, however, to say the least of 
it, very unbecoming, especially as there are several instances in Scrip- 
ture to intimate a different disposition on the part of the devout “ of 
old.” Qne particularly striking instance I have in mind, the example 
set us by Nehemiah, who, though afar off from his native land, his 
heart yearned towards the city of his fathers, and with pious concern, 
asked the privilege to go unto Judah, and build up the Sepulchre of his 
Fathers. 
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Let none think that a decent respect to the graves of our kindred is 
@ matter of no moment, nor that the culture of flowers is unworthy of 
us, and profitless morally in the situations I have referred to. ‘ God 
clothes the grass of the field,” and we are told to “consider the lilies as 
they grow.” Numberless moral ideas are suggested by the contempla- 
tion of flowers in a Church-yard; this, not the least pleasing, that their 
beauty contains some relic of the loveliness, their fragrance, some of 
the perfumes of the garden of Eden, that escaped with our first pa- 
rents, when they wandered forth into the lonely world. 

There is much instruction to be derived from this idea, but we will 
indulge in one more comment, which will carry more plainly a moral 
along with it. 

Let the man of prosperity visit a grave-yard, where flowers are in 
bloom, and in all things around, there is, as it were, a smiling sadness. 
Will he not be forced to realize, that “in the garden there is a sepul- 
chre.” He will, consequently, derive this salutary lesson from the re- 
flection, and peradventure by the grace of God, carry it out with him 
into the world for his improvement, that however bright and promising 
things may appear, yet the brightest flowers sometimes bloom upon a 
grave !” 

As a part of the unwritten history of St. Michael’s, (for I have not 
seen it formally recorded any where,) I must state that the square on 
which that sacred edifice stands, together with the three spaces at its 
Opposite corners of the street formed by the junction or + of Broad 
and Meeting-street, occupied by the City Hall, the Court House, and 
the Guard House, were originally designed to be left vacant for a pub- 
lic square. 

It may be interesting and very new to many of my readers, for me to 
go further and add, that the souTH-EAST SPACE, on which stands the 
Church and its Church-yard, was the same spoton which the first Epis- 
copal Church of wood, called at first St. Philip’s, was erected, as we 
have already explained in our first number. The space on the NorTH 
EAST DIVISION, where are now the City Hall and City Square, was an 
ancient burial ground of the Episcopal Church. ‘There was not a spot 
of it, but was saturated with human bodies, so much so, that after 
awhile, interments were prohibited there, and in 1697, a lot of land on 
the opposite side of the street, which is the present Church-yard, was 
consecrated to that purpose, and there was, also, a place of sepulture 
established west of Archdale-street, for the general use of the inhabi- 
tants of Charleston. A large Market was once built on this space, (the 
North-east space,) which continued in use many years, but was burnt 
down in 1796 ; then the lot was purchased by the Directors of the old 
United States’ Bank, and arrangements were made for the erection of 
the present handsome Hall, The space on the NORTH WEST SIDE, 
where the State House now is, was the old Western boundary of the 
city. It was originally a deep pond, where the youths of that day 
were accustomed to bathe. Gen. Moultrie, of Palmetto Fort memory, 
was often heard to say, that when a young man, he had frequently 
klled wild ducks there. The State House erected on this spot, was 
burnt in 1789, and rebuilt, as it now is, on its old-foundation. The 
SOUTH WEST SPACE had on it the old City Guard House, fronting on 
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Broad-street—it was a good and substantial building—the public re- 
cords were kept in the upper story, until their removal to the present 
fire-proof building, at the corner of Chalmers and Meeting-streets. The 
first Guard-house, erected in the city of Charleston, did not stand on 
this spot, however, but at the east end of Broad-street, exactly where 
the Custom House now stands. It was a wooden building, painted 
yellow, and called “ The Court of Guards” It took its name proba- 
bly from the fact of a Municipal Court being held there every morn- 
ing to try minor offences of persons taken up by the guard the night 
revious. 

That there was, in the early settlement of Charleston, after the re- 
linquishment of the burial ground on the spot where the City Hall and 
City Square now stand, a place of sepulture substituted at the West 
end of the city, for the general use of the inhabitants, I can confirm by 
the following occurrence. 

Some years since, when some repairs were making to the gaol, which 
rendered an excavation necessary for the foundation of a building to 
be erected in the yard, several human bones were turned up from the 
earth. This somewhat surprised and alarmed the workmen. They 
thought some foul play had occurred, until it was explained to them, 
that the spot where they were digging, constituted a portion of the 
round, marked out as a site for a grave-yard, on the original model of 
the city, and had doubtless been used for purposes of interment, but 
abandoned, (Potter’s field and other places being subseqently estab- 
lished and used) as the population increased, and the city extended in 
that direction. 


( To be continued.) 
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FOR THE GOSPEL MESSENGER. 


We heartily commend the object of the following Circular to the 
prayers ofall our readers, and to the generous benefactions of the more 
wealthy amongthem. Experience has proved that the Church is most 
successfully established and promoted innew Dioceses by institutions, 
which carry on together Educational and Missionary purposes: The 
wonderful success of Nashotah has shown what may be done by self 
denial, and faith, and zeal, even with very small means. The combi- 
ned efforts of a few zealous men, having a common centre of operations, 
living in one Missionary family, using a common library, enjoying the 
benefit of mutual counsel and assistance, embuing the minds of the 
young with the principles of the Gospel and the Church, and raising up 
a body of candidates for Holy Orders, under their own eyes, will do 
far more than the scattered and desultory efforts of many Missionaries’ 
placed at widely distant points, and having to fight the battles of their 
Lord alone, and without human sympathy. We hope and pray that 
this enterprise in the far south-west may be not less successful, than the 
one to which we have alluded in the far north-west.— Eds. Gos. Mess. 
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EXTRACTS FROM A CIRCULAR ON THE TEXAS DIOCESAN SCHOOL. 
THE OBJECT. 


1. The thorough training of male pupils, mentally, morally, and phy- 
sically. The intellectual course being sufficiently extended to fit young 
men for all the practical duties of life, or for an advanced standing in 
any college they may wish to enter. 

2. To educate young men for the Ministry of the Church, gratui- 
tously, when they are unable to defray the expense. 

3. To parses § and build up as many congregations, in the vicinity 
of the school, as the Clergymen connected with the institution may 
find time to attend. 

4. It is proposed to expend whatever funds may be contributed, in 
purchasing land and apparatus for the use of the school, and in erecting 
or purchasing suitable buildings—all of which shall be secured for the 
purposes designed, as Church property, so as to be inalienable. It is 
intended that the current expenses shall be assumed by individuals, 
who shall be responsible for them, so that even in case of failure in the 
first attempt to establish the school, the property will still remain un- 
encumbered. 

Ten pupils have been received into the family of the Rector, during 
the present term, all he had room to accommodate, and in addition to 
these, thirty day pupils. These have all been under the management 
and direction of the Rector and two assistants. 

The institution may be now regarded as established, and fairly in 
operation. Without any indebtedness, except a small amount, which 
has been entirely assumed by individuals, the Church in the Diocese of 
Texas holds, in fee simple, and under the direction and control of the 
Bishop, and the annual Convention, a tract of fine prairie land, contain- 
ing twenty-five acres, in the midst of a healthy and beautiful country, 
on which there are already buildings, sufficient to accommodate the 
Rector’s family, with ten pupils as boarders, besides furnishing the: ne- 
cessary school and recitation rooms for forty pupils. Also a tract of 
woodland containing one hundred and thirty acres, sufficiently near for 
the purpose of'supplying the institution with fuel. 

The number of the pupils in the family of the Rector, might be dou- 
bled or trebled, were there but room to accommodate them. This 
extension of room must be provided forthwith. But the means are 
wanting, To incur a debt, is wholly out of the question. Improve- 
ments can and will be made, only so fast as the means shall be in hand 
er secured. Economy and the strictest simplicity have been and will 
be observed in all the arrangements, and hence, very moderate contri- 
butions may be of very material service. 

Are there none of our more favored brethren in other Dioceses, who. 
can and will aid us inthis good work? May there not be numbers who 
will gladly give of the abundance wherewith God’ has blessed them? 
A few thousand dollars contributed now, would place the institution in 
a commanding position, and make it a blessing to future generations, © 

Contributions of books, of chemical or philosophical apparatus, will 
be thankfully received, and duly acknowledged. 

Contributions may be deposited with Stanford & Swords, N. York, 
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or sent to the Rt. Rev. G. W. Freeman, D. D., or tothe Rev. Charles 
Gillette, Rector of the school, at Anderson, Grimes county, Texas. 

Drafts on any of the Atlantic cities can readily be cashed by the Rec- 
tor, without discount. Packages of books or apparatus, would come 
safe if directed to Rev. Charles Gillette, care of Messrs. Rice & Nichols, 
Galveston, Texas. 


CuHARLEs GILLETTE. 
June 4th, 1852. 


The foregoing appeal to the benevolent in other Dioceses, in behalf 
of the Diocesan School in Texas, has my cordial approbation. I con- 
sider the establishment of this institution as the harbinger of great good, 
both to the Church and the cause of Christian education, in this new, 
and interesting, and rapidly growing country; and as holding out the 
most reliable promise of an adequate supply in the future, of qualified 
and efficient laborers in this part of the vineyard of the Lord. And I 
most earnestly commend the subject of the appeal to the serious consi- 
deration of all, in every place, who love our Lord Jesus Christ in sin- 
cerity. 

The school is in actual operation, though on:a limited scale for want 
of the means of increasing the accommodations, in a beautiful situation, 
high, healthy, and picturesque, on a valuable piece of property, gene- 
rously donated to the Church, (by a branch of the venerable society of 
Masons,) “in fee and forever.”’ It is placed entirely under the direc- 
tion and control of the Bishop for the time being, and the annual Con- 
vention of the Diocese. Itis not encumbered with debt, beyond what 
is amply provided for by the assumption of individuals, and will not be 
permitted to be so embarrassed, to the amount of a single dollar. Im- 
provements, however urgently called for, will only be made as the 
means shall be furnished ; and contributors may confidently rely on 
their benefactions being so applied, that they will not, in any event, be 
lost to the Church. 

The schoo] will, with the blessing of God, go on without foreign aid, 
though it must be confessed, in an humble, perhaps halting and crippled 
condition. But with the help which I trust we may confidently hope 
for, from the older and better established portions of the Church, it 
cannot fail, under the Divine favor, to flourish and prosper until it shall 
become what we ardently desire it to be, a perpetual well-spring of 
true knowledge and wisdom in the land,’and a prolific nursery of the 
Church. GeorcE W, FREEMAN, 

Provisional Bishop of the Diocese of Texas. 

San Augustine, June 11th, 1852. 








ce 
WAV PUBLICATIONS. 


“Protestantism and Catholicity.’”—Such is the title of a work about 
which the Roman Catholics have made a great deal of noise. Its au- 
thor is a Spanish Priest. And its design is to prove that ‘ Catholi- 
cism,” as the author calls the Romish system, has exercised a far more 
benign influence on the civilization of Europe than Protestantism, It 
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is eloquent in style, and philosophical in spirit. ‘The author, who died 
at the early age of thirty-eight, shows great and various reading, and 
a quick insight into the deeper relations of things. But his book is 
misnamed. It ought to be called the influence of the Church on the 
progress of civilization. It goes over the same field which M. Guizot 
has so successfully cultivated, and adroitly tries to turn all the Western 


Church has done from the very first ages for the cause of civilization, 
in favor of Romanism ! 


Beginning with the state of Paganism when Christianity first dawned 
on the world, it shows how Christian ideas gradually dispelled the 
darkness and corruption of heathenism—how the work of social rege- 
neration was begun and carried forward by the infusion of Christian 
ideas—how the condition of the slave was first improved, and then 
finally the institution abolished—how the independence of the zndivi- 
dual was gradually developed and secured in the primitive Church— 
how the family, as a divine institution, was perfected on the basis of 
monogamy—how the passion of love was regulated and controlled by 
fixed and immutable law—how chivalry, pervaded by Christian ideas, 
generated the most enthusiastic reverence for woman—how, in gene- 
ral, the influence of the Church produced gentleness of manners. This 
may serve as a specimen of the topics most largely discussed. To 
most that is said on these subjects, every Protestant would say Amen. 


But, after all, it leaves the question between Romanism and Protes- 
tantism untouched. The proper course would have been to commence 
at the Reformation and trace the history of the two systems down from 
that point, and show what has been the influence of each on civilization 
and human progress. And since Protestantism was a mixed and im- 
perfect thing on the Continent, it would have been proper, and in fact 
the only proper course, to have taken England, the sole Protestant na- 
tion with any tolerable degree of homogeneity, and to have compared 
it with some country such as Spain, where the Reformation never dis- 
turbed the old order of ideas. This would have been to fairly meet 
the issue. The author acknowledges the surpassing greatness of Eng- 
land. What, then, is the source of this greatness? Has it not been 
wholly developed by the free spirit of reformed Christianity ? Look 
at Spain, onthe other hand—the most stationary and benighted country 
in Europe. Spain has had the full benefit of the system for which 
Balmez contends. And you.see to what a state it has brought her. 
Yes, Romanism, is solely and entirely responsible for the present mi- 
serable condition of old Spain. If you would know the depth of her 
degradation, Balmez himself shall tell the story in one sentence: “ We 
have nothing left, unfortunately, but great recollections; let us at least 
avoid despising them; these recollections are in a nation like the titles 
of ancient nobility in a fallen family; they raise the mind; they for- 
tify the soul in adversity; and nourishing hope in the bottom of the 
heart, they serve to prepare what is to come.” A sad picture this of 
what “Catholicity,” as Balmez fondly calls it, has done for a nation! 


The edition of Balmez, before us, is that of Burns ; London, 1849 ; 
1 vol., 8vo., pp. 452.— Calendar. 
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Cyprianus de Unitate Ecclesiae, &e. Curante M. F. Hyde, M.A., 
Prof. etc. in Collegio Burlingtoniensi. Burlingtonia, 1852.—Although 
we have not yet seen a copy of this book, we had an opportunity of 
examining some of the sheets, while in the course of printing. The 
care and accuracy with which the book has been prepared by the 
learned editor, is only equalled by the manner in which the printer has 
executed his part. For the following excellent notice of the work, we 
are indebted to the Calendar. 

“We are glad that the American Church has produced an editior of 
this treatise, and that it appears in the types of Burlington College, 
and under the editorship of Professor Hyde. Much labor seems to 
have been bestowed upon the text, and upon the accessory information 
which is absolutely necessary to the student, of a treatise which the 
Papists have endeavored to wrest to their own purposes, and which, to 
this end, they have been base enough to vitiate with flagrant corrup- 
tions. We trust this work may be made accessible to purchasers, 
through all the principal Church booksellers, and that our educated 
Laity, as well as the Clergy, may addit to their libraries. A thorough 
comparison of this work, with Popish claims must settle the question 
forever, in candid minds, against them, as utterly unknown to antiquity. 
Nothing can be clearer than that the unity of the Church consisted in 
Cyprian’s ideal, in the unity of the Episcopate, and the equal powers 
and dignities of Bishops. This fact has of late been sophistically at- 
tacked by the Mercersburg Review ; to which it is sufficient to reply— 
that Rome herself, by the demonstrated corruptions of the text, has 
proved her own consciousness that the genuine treatise is fatal to her 
pretensions, 

This publication is creditable not only to Burlington College, and to 
the Rev. Editor, but to the publisher, who has furnished it in as hand- 
some a shape, to say the least, as such a publication, in our country, 
would be likely to warrant.’”’— Banner of the Cross. 


$n ADA De 8 III 
SHLACPTIONWS. 
EVANGELICAL CHRISTIANITY. 


True religion, that is obedience to the commands of God, both as 
regards doctrine and ordinances, is, and always must necessarily be 
evangelical in its character. But in religion, as in politics, names, in- 
stead of things, or dogmatical assertion instead of the proof which 
Scripture affords, are frequently resorted to, with a view to create 
prejudice, or to disarm truth of its power over the human mind. _ 

Favorite dogmas, or opinions, however unsustained by the Bible, 
when once embraced by those who have not taken a comprehensive 
view of the whole Gospel plan of salvation, are often brooded over, and 
so much importance attached to them, that the mind becomes morbid, 
and thus their Scriptural reality is as firmly believed as if they were 
written with the pen of an angel. Men of this class will not be gov- 
erned nor directed by the most explicit teaching of the Church, even 
during its pristine and purest state. Acting on the principle that their 
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own private judgment, unaided by the wisdom and knowledge of the 
whole Church, is their best and surest guide, they seize on particular 
texts of Scripture, and, without reference to other parts connected with 
them—without regard to their exposition by the early Church, or of 
the meaning then attached to particular words or phrases, they put 
their own construction upon them, and having thus settled the matter 
conclusively to suit themselves, they modestly assume some striking 
name, which they suppose is calculated to tickle the itching ears of 
those who are unlearned or unstable in the Scriptures. But this is not 
all; names of reproach are often applied to those who differ from 
them, and thus frequently not only false issues are presented, but par- 
ties are formed in the Church, which lead to the commission of sin, 
and always, more or less, deaden that charity which ought to exist 
amongst brethren. The bandying of epithets—the names of High 
Church or Low Church, of Tractarians, Puseyites, Evangelicals—can- 
not alter the word of God, or make it other than it is. The doctrines 
of the Church, irrespective of names, as set forth in her Creeds, Arti- 
cles, Catechism, &c., are those which should govern all who are in her 
Communion. If, in construing them, there should be a difference of 
opinion, which is tolerated by the Church, it is a most flagrant breach 
of charity to impute wrong motives, or to invent names of reproach for 
those who honestly differ in their views. If, on the contrary, the 
Church has settled their construction, then those who differ from the 
Church should depart from her Communion, if they are unwilling to 
abide by herjudgment. In the last-named case, the discipline of the 
Church should, if necessary, be resorted to; but, in the former, the 
parties being honest in their opinions, reason, argument, and Scripture 
alone should be urged to convince either party, that their views are 
erroneous, or lead to mischievous consequences. But, unfortunately, 
this isnot the case. Those who maintain what they believe the Bible 
and the Prayer-Book both plainly teach, to-wit, that the Church was 
divinely organized—that its Ministry was divinely appointed, and con- 
sisted of three orders, the higher order alone having power to ordain ; 
that the sacraments are not unmeaning rites, or merely memorials of 
Christ’s love for man, but that they are, when worthily received, in- 
struments of grace, of remission of sin, and that we are regenerated in 
Baptism. All these doctrines, which they believe were taught from 
the beginning, are denounced by many who call themselves Evangeli- 
cal Christians, as the very opposite of true Evangelical Christianity. 

Evangelical Christianity, in its true meaning, is the only Christianity 
which a true Churchman knows. He believes it consists in obedience 
to the whole law of God, and in submission to the law of God’s Church, 
where it does not plainly conflict with his expressed will. He believes 
that Evangelical Christianity, as found in the Scriptures, is no where 
more clearly, more truly, and more explicitly taught and expounded 
than in the Book of Common Prayer. Like Adam Clarke, he consi- 
ders the Prayer Book next to the Bible, as the book of his understand- 
ing and his heart. He believes that what it plainly and precisely says, 
it means ; and he resorts to no shift or contrivance, or mental reserva- 
tion, to evade the force of its language. He believes that what it plainly 
teaches, is in accordance with Scripture; and whilst he has chamty 
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and kind feeling for all who differ from him, however erroneous he 
believes their views to be, he accords them honesty of motive, and he 
labors zealously but kindly, to show them their error. At the same 
time, he humbly admits that he may be in error himself. What he thus 
believes the Church teaches, he firmly upholds; and no charity, falsely 
so named, will induce him to tolerate that which he believes to be un- 
scriptural. And he holds it to be a Christian duty “to contend earn- 
estly for the faith once delivered to the Saints.” Acting on these 
principles, he studies his Bible and his Prayer Book. When he reads 
in the latter, “that it is evident unto all men, diligently reading Holy 
Scripture and ancient authors, that from the Apostles’ times, there 
have been three orders of Ministers in Christ’s Church—Bishops, 
Priests, and Deacons:”’ he verily believes this to be true. When he 
reads in the offices for ordaining Priests and consecrating Bishops, the 
prayer of the Church, “ Almighty God, giver of all good things, who 
by Thy Holy Spirit hath appointed divers orders of Ministers in Thy 
Church,” &c., he mest surely believes that the Church teaches that the 
Holy Spirit appointed these orders, and therefore, that they were di- 
vinely instituted: he consequently believes that man cannot make void 
the appointment of God. When, again, he ‘reads therein, “that no 
man shall be accounted or taken to be a lawful Bishop, Priest, or Dea- 
con, in this Church, &c., except he be called, tried, examined, and ad- 
mitted thereunto according to the form following, or hath Episcopal 
ordinatien,” he verily believes that the Church, in this, means what 
she says, that is, that no man can rightfully be accounted a Minister in 
the Church of God, without he is Episcopally ordained. 

Again, when he reads in the Nicene Creed that there is “one bap- 
tism fer the remission of sins,” he is simple enough to believe that this 
is ry adopting St. Peter’s language, “be ye baptized, every one 
of you, for the remission of sins;” hence he concludes that the Church 
teaches that, in Holy Baptism, God is pleased to remit sin to all who 
worthily receive it. 

Again, when the Evangelical Churchman reads, in the order for ad- 
ministering Baptism, this exhortation ef the Ministsr, “seeing, now, 
dearly beleved brethren, that these persens are regenerate and grafted 
into the body of Christ’s Church,” &c.; and, also, when he reads 
therein the prayer directed by the Church, “Give thy Holy Spirit to 
these persons, that, being now born again, and made heirs of everlast- 
ing salvation, &c., he does believe that the Church, following Scrip- 
ture, teaches that regeneration takes place in baptism. But he believes 
that *‘ regeneration” is used in its Scriptural meaning: it is not con- 
version, nor is it renewal of the heart. It is a change of state, a “‘be- 
ing born inte the kingdom of grace.” It entitles the party to the 
covenant blessing of God, and makes him an adopted child, and an in- 
heritor of the kingdom of heaven, all of which will be forfeited unless 
the party is truly repentant, and leads a life in conformity with his 
baptismal obligations. But, whilst the Churchman does not believe 
the sins of the impenitent are remitted in baptism, he does believe that 
grace is given, though it may, as said by the Apostle, (2d Cor. vi. 1,) 
‘‘be received in vain.” He believes that grace is received, because the 
Church in her Articles, following the Apostles, says, ‘“ Sacraments are 
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sure witnesses and effectual signs of grace, and of God’s will towards 
us,” &c.; and he believes that if the witness is sure, and the sign effec- 
tual, grace is surely imparted by God: but although grace is received, 
yet the remission of sin does not necessarily accompany it, except in 
acase of truerepentance. In the case of infants, repentance, of course, 
is not needed. 

The Churchman, therefore, believes in the “thus saith’’ of the Bible 
and the Prayer Book. He does not endeavor to explain away the 
plain and natural import of words, in either, to accommodate them to 
some preconceived opinions of his own. He truly believes that what 
they say they mean, and he believes all this to be truly Evangelical 
Christianity. His daily prayer is, “O, Lord, who hast taught us that 
all our doings, without charity, are nothing worth, send Thy Holy 
Ghost, and pour into our hearts that most excellent gift of charity, the 
very bond of peace, and of all virtues, without which whosoever liveth 
is counted dead before Thee. Grant this for thine only Son, Jesus 
Christ’s sake. Amen.—Church Herald. 


——afip= — 
CONFESSION AND ABSOLUTION. 


We go to Church to render acts of homage to the King of kings, and 
to receive in return the privileges He vouchsafes to His faithful sub- 
jects. Our frst act in His service is a general confession of our sins ; 
and our first privilege is the absolution or forgiveness of our sins. 

What other blessing, indeed, could be placed before God’s forgive- 
ness? What more sweet and precious than His favor? What more 
bright and cheering than the light of His countenance ? 

Yet know, dear reader, that this pearl of great price is not cast be- 
fore swine to be abused and trampled under foot. It is offered on!y to 
those who have discovered its value, and who feel how miserable they 
are without it. 

Who are they? Not those who say or fancy they have no sin, and 
therefore nothing to be forgiven: for as St. John says, they deceive 
themselves, and the truth is not in them: but only those who confess 
their sins; for to such, and such only, God has promised to forgive 
their sins, and to cleanse them from all unrighteousness. 

How, then, shall we offer up in Church a érwe confession ? 

i. By understanding what we confess. 

For it is hypocrisy to say- “ we have done those things which we 
ought not to have done,” without attaching any meaning to our words. 
And we cannot mean anything, unless we institute a strict inquiry on 
the subject. And self-examination must be previously prepared at 
home ; for it is too important a work to be passed over in a few mi- 
nutes at Church. 

2. By feeling what we confess. For as many persons know that 
their chamber is unclean, without caring to clean it; so many sinners 
know the whole catalogue of their crimes by rote, without feeling 
ashamed of their unhallowed state, either in the sight of God or man. 

3. By forsaking what we confess. For as people, after taking the 
trouble to sweep up the filth of their chamber, will sometimes leave 
the accumulated heap, uwremoved, in the very midst; so it is not enough 
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to feel shame or compunction for sins, without determining to be alto- 
gether rid of them. essen lest, after all, they be left uncleared upon 
the conscience, and uncancelled upon the Book of God’s remembrance. 

4. By coming to Church i time to confess them. For as no man 
can make agreement unto God for his neighbor; so it is no advantage 
to find that others have confessed their sins in oar absence. 

5. By attending when we make confession. For many persons 
take this, as being the earliest opportunity of looking round about at 
the congregation, instead of looking (then more than ever) at their evil 
hearts, and at their sins. Thus they lose, of course, all the blessings of 
the ordinance. 

6. By kneeling when we confess. For there cannot be a greater 
mockery, than fora criminal to sue for his life, while he lounges com- 
fortably at his ease. 

Such, with the help of Almighty God, would be a érwe confession. 
And as He has mercifully promised forgiveness to all who truly make 
it; so He has “‘given power and commandment to His Ministers, to de- 
clare and pronounce to His people the absolution and remission of their 
sins.” He sent His dear Son, and the Son sent others, and they others 
again, to proclaim publicly and solemnly in His name and in his stead, 
pardon to all them that truly repent and believe the Gospel. This 
ministerial commission and authority is given in the Holy Scripture, 
which is appropriated for the Gospel on the first Sunday after Easter. 
It is then recited, because our Lord delivered it on one of the forty 
days, between His resurrection and ascension. 

The pardon which he delivered on that occasion, you, dear reader, 
are privileged to receive even now as often as you hear it pronounced 
by the Priest in Church, after you have joined with the congregation 
in making a ¢rue confession. You may receive it every Sunday; in 
many places every day of the week. You may receive it in a still 
more solemn and particular manner, whenever you repair, after due 
preparation, to the Holy Communion.— Penny Post. 





~~ 
CHURCH IN ALABAMA. 


Among the intelligence in our last paper, there was mention made of 
the case of a Church in Alabama, the Minister of which is not, if we 
rightly understand the article, paid any stipulated salary, but accepts, 
instead of one, the money collected at the weekly offertory. The de- 
mands upon the parish for aid to other Church intsitutions, being met 
by special collections, from the proceeds of which, it is understood, 
that the Minister is to deduct a sum equal to the average amount of an 
ordinary collection for his own use. The experiment is represented 
by the party most interested, the Minister of the parish, as successful ; 
and the Diocesan Committee, on the state of the Church, recommend 
it to the consideration of all parishes. There is within our personal 
knowledge, a parish in this Diocese* which has made a similar arrange- 
ment with a satisfactory result. In the last case, there are peculiar 
circumstances favorable to the success of the measure; and for aught 
we know, there may be such in the case in Alabama. Nevertheless, 


"* Maryland. 
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we must join the Committee of the Alabama Convention in recom- 
mending the plan to the favorable consideration of Churchmen. 

We hear a great deal, and think a great deal, of the small salaries 
and large arrears, which are the lot of our country Clergy, and are not 
a little desirous of seeing the matter better arranged. The proposed 
scheme has the advantage of leaving no arrears ; it is, in the phrase of 
men of business, ‘‘a cash transaction.” Whether it might not produce 
the effect common to such transactions, of diminishing the amount paid 
and received, an effect for which there is in this case, unhappily, no 
margin, is the only question. The smallness of the clerical support is 
the real anda great evil. It is, however, only one branch of the great 
difficulty of the voluntary system, a difficulty which presents itself 
wherever money is wanted for Church purposes; wherever the love 
of money is brought into confliet with the Love of Christ. The love of 
money is the root of this, as of all evil, and the remedy is to excite and 
animate that constraining love of Christ, which being a holy root, can 
send forth none but holy branches, 

Yet the case of ministerial support is a peculiar one, and has its pe- 
culiar difficulties. Of these we have long thought, that the chief was, 
that in country parishes it has assumed a personal character, a transac- 
tion in which an individual minister contracted to give to a particular 
parish the advantage of his personal qualifications and exertions “in 
consideration” of a stipulated price. Into such an arrangement it is 
natural that the estimated value of such qualifications and exertions 
should enter. The only remedy for this evil is, that men should learn 
to consider the Minister not as an individual, whose personal qualifica- 
tions and exertions they are to purchase at a price; but as the Minister 
of Christ, whom they are to support because he is His Minister. The 
proposed idea of maintaining out of the oblations which have been ac- 
tually offered upon the altar, seems, in theory at least, a step to the 
right view of the subject. How far it will, practically, produce the 
desired effect, will, in a great degree, depend on the kind of teaching 
by which the attempt is accompanied. As a means of supporting the 
Ministry, it will not succeed, unless men bear in mind the Apostolic in- 
junction, “ Upon the first day of the week let every one of you lay by 
Lie in store according as Gop hath prospered him.” In expounding 
this verse, it is very necessary that men should not forget or explain 
away the words which we have italicised. It is the Lord who giveth 
man power to get wealth, and therefore a portion of that wealth must 
be devoted to His service, without grudging, a portion which will be 


missed, and its absence felt by him who devotes it to the Lord.— Church 
Times, Baltimore. 


POI ALL POF PIP me 


THE COURT OF BISHOPS. 


We have received the “ Proceedings of the Court of Bishops as- 
sembled for the trial of the Rt. Rev. George Washington Doane, D.D. 
LL. D., Bishop of New Jersey ;” published by Messrs. Stanford & 
Swords, New-York. The decision of this Court has long been before 


the public. ‘Tho following were the orders decreed by this body, pre- 
vious to adjournment: 
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Whereas, previous to making the presentment now before this Court, 
the Convention of New Jersey had investigated most of the matter con- 
tained therein, and had determined that there was no ground for pre- 
sentment : therefore 

Ordered, That, as to the matters thus acted upon by said Conven- 
tion, this Court is not called upon to proceed further. 

Whereas, The Diocese of New Jersey stands pledged to investigate 
any charges against its Bishop that may be presented from any respon- 
sible source ; and whereas, a special Convention has been called, shortly 
to meet, in reference to the new matters contained in the presentment 
now before this Court; therefore 

Ordered, That this Court, relying upon the said pledge, do not now 
proceed to any further action in the premises. 

These orders were passed by a vote of eight to six. Whenthe pub- 
lic press announced the decision of the Court, we presented our read- 
ers with a brief review of the facts in the case, reserving further re- 
marks until the time when we should have before us the official doeu- 
ments of the Court, and the written opinions of the Bishops. 

In order that our readers may be correctly informed in reference to 
the grounds on which the action of the Court was based, we give here 
the reasons assigned by the majority of the Court for voting in favor 
of the orders. 

Bishop Kemper votes for the orders on the ground that the Conven- 
tion of New Jersey, whose action was commenced prior to the date of 
the presentment, have pledged themselves to investigate the subject 
impartially ; that he believes they will do justice in this case, and pro- 
nounce their Bishop an innocent man, or else assist the Presenting 
Bishops in bringing him to trial. 

Bishop McCoskry understands the canon as giving to the Diocesan 
Convention the right to act first. Or if this were not so, that the pow- 
ers of the Bishop and the Diocese are concurrent ; in which case the 
party which first entertains jurisdiction has the right to retain it; that 
as the Diocese of New Jersey had commenced proceedings previous to 
the date of the presentment on which the Court was summoned, he con- 
siders it unlawful for the Court to step between the Diocese and the 
accused. 

Bishop DeLancey regards the whole proceeding from the beginning 
as involved in so many uncertainties, that ifthe Court should proceed to 
trial, it would be ‘a trial before a Court of doubtful jurisdiction, on a 
doubtful presentment, with contesting presenters—with no authorities, 
or precedents of Church law to settle the questions, and under a canon 
for trial admitted by almost allto be most wretchedly defective.” He 
sums up the following defects of the Canon:—1. Allowing a Bishop 
who has been in dispute with the accused to sit in judgment upon him 
“as in this case.” 2. Allowing an Assistant Bishop of one of the Pre- 
senters to sit in judgment “as in this case.” 3. Gives no power of 
challenge. 4. Provides for no appeal. 5. Compels Presenting Bish- 
ops, who are the jury of inquest, to actas Presenters. 6. Cannot com- 
pel witnesses to come and testify. He considers that under such cir- 
cumstances it would not be proper to hurry to trial now, since hereafter 
a regular presontment may be made by any three Bishops, and a regu- 
lar rial secured 
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Bishop Whittingham votes for the orders because of the irregulari- 
ties inthe call and constitution of this Court, the doubts as to the pre- 
sentment, and the fact that the Convention of New Jersey had, before 
the date of the first presentment, investigated the charges contained in 
it, and pledged itself to examine those of the second presentment. 

Bishop Chase considers that the Court has the right either to pro- 
ceed to trial, or to dismiss the case, but he urges the latter as the most 
charitable course, in consideration of the action of the Diocese of New 
Jersey,—that a trial is not necessary to vindicate the accused,—that 
there is no reason to believe that the trial would be less of an ex parte 
proceeding than the Diocesan investigation, and that the history of the 
presentment shows the presenters (whose motives he does not ques- 
tion,) have erred against the law of charity. 

Bishop Upfold contends that the Canon does not give any three 
Bishops concurrent power with a Diocese,—that in this case action 
was first taken by the Convention of New Jersey, and consequently 
that the Court of Bishops has no right to interfere and attempt to set 
aside their action. He further states, that as Chairman of the Com- 
mittee which originated the Canon under which this Court is assembled, 
he could testify that it was intended to give three Bishops power to 
present, only where the accused had no Diocese. He also holds that 
the orders ought to pass on the ground that they vindicate Diocesax 
independence. 

Bishop Greene votes in favor of the orders in view of the defects of 
the Canon,—the priority of action on the part of the Diocese of New 
Jersey, its promptness in investigating its charges—its expressed con- 
fidence in its Bishop,—the declaration of the accused, that he is willing 
to be tried by a Court canonically empowered to try him, and the power 
of the presenters to renew the presentment, after the Diocese of New 
Jersey shall have completed its investigation. 

Bishop Rutledge holds that as in law no two indictments, charging 
an individual with similar offences, can be entertained at the same time, 
so the Court having two presentments before it, cannot proceed to 
trial. Further, as the Canon gives a diocese the right to make pre- 
sentment, and consequently to make inquiry, and the Diocese of New 
Jersey having investigated the charges, and refused to present, it is in- 
expedient to proceed to trial. 

We have here the decision of the Court, and the grounds upon which 
it is founded. It will be perceived that the newspaper statements with 
regard to this decision, published before the official account of the trial, 
were not in all respects accurate. Thus it is mot decided that in all 
cases, before a Bishop can be tried, action must fst be taken in the 
Diocese over which he presides. It was zot decided that, in conse- 
quence of the action of the Diocese of New Jersey, Bishop Doane 
cannot be tried on those charges which were then before the Court. 
The decision was, that im this case, a trial by the Court of Bishops 
would be improper az that teme, because the Diocese had already in- 
vestigated a portion of the charges, and had pledged itself to examine 
the remainder. This, as one of the reasons for giving their vote in the 
affirmative, was stated by siz of the eight Bishops—only two taking the 
ground that action should, 2x ail cases, begin inthe Diocese. Three of 
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the eight Bishops expressly stated that the investigation by the Diocese 
of New Jersey would be no bar to a regular trial, if such should be 
deemed advisable. So that after that Diocese shall have concluded 
its inquiries, any three Bishops may renew the presentment. 

Connected with this trial are one or two points worthy of notice. 
The Canon gives the accused no right of challenge. One of his bitter- 
est enemies (if we could suppose a Bishop to be such,) might sit in 
judgment upon him. Should this presentment be renewed by any other 
three Bishops, or by the Diocese, the three late presenters who have 
declared their conviction that Bishop Doane is guilty, might form part 
of the Court to try him. In the present instance, Bishop Hopkins 
appeared and requested to be excused on the ground that he had some 
time since had aserious misunderstanding with the accused, and as the 
Canon gave no right of challenge, he would challenge himself. It was 
ordered that he be not excused, in which order Bishop Doane expressed 
his full concurrence. Bishop Johns, an Assistant to, and consequently 
in most intimate relation with one of the Presenters, also sat as one of 
the Court. 

Again, it is a principle in civil law, that an accused person shall be 
tried in the neighborhood where the alleged crimes were committed, 
and where the witnesses reside. This is simply justice to the accused. 
Camden instead of Burlington, was named as the place of trial. Our 
late aged and venerable presiding Bishop was advised to make this 
appointment by the Presenting Bishops. {Immediately on assembling 
at Camden, a motion was made to adjourn to Burlington. The motion 
was carried, although opposed by the Presenting Bishops. And im- 
mediately previous to the final adjournment, the three Presenting 
Bishops recorded their exception to the application of the Respondent 
to have the place of meeting changed, from Camden to Burlington. It 
is to be regretted that the Presenters pursued such a course. 

On the whole, we cannot but think, that in view of the manifest de- 
fects of the Canon—the uncertainty as to the authority of the court, 
(owing to informalities and irregularities, and to doubts as to the pro- 
per construction of the Canon)—the action of the Diocese of New 
Jersey, commenced as soon as charges from responsible sources were 
laid before them, and not completed when the Court was in session— 
the express declaration of Bishop Doane, that he is ever ready to stand 
ajust and fair trial before a canonically constituted and conducted 
Court—we cannot but think that the decision of the Court was simply 
justice to the accused, to his Diocese, and to the Church at large. 


Utica Gos. Mess. 


men 


Devotion.—A devoted heart is like a warm spring gushing through 
an iceberg. As the spring melts its way through the ice, so the spirit 
of zealous piety bursts through all opposition and worldliness, and 
pours out streams of holy and permanent influence on the world at 
large. 
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Poetry. 


WOWWIR o 


THE ORDER OF THE CHURCH SERVICE. 
[ From Wilks’s “Rosebuds Reseued.” | 


As nations from the solar sphere 
Compute their day and roling year, 

So doth the Church her seasons bless 
By the bright Sun of Righteousness. 
At first faint streaks of glory rise ; 
Then warmer wax the orient skies, 
And Faith beholds with raptured eye 
The Saviour’s promised coming nigh, 
Till clouds and darkness melt away, 
And brightly bursts the Natal day. 
Man’s Mortal eye, that cannot gaze 
On the full Godhead’s dazzling blaze, 
May well the lustre mild abide 

Of Bethlehem’s Orb or Christmas-tide, 
When soft the heavenly choir began, 
‘Glory to God, good-will to man:” 
Ner shrink the gentle beam to see, 
That gladdens of the Epiphany ; 
When sages hastened from afar, 

Led by a monitory star, 

That pointed where unhonored lay 
The cradled Babe, whose glorious ra 
Should cheer the Gentiles, and dispel 
The darksome night of Israel. 


And twice that matin sunbeam falls 

On hallowed Judah’s temple walls ;— 
First on the eighth day’s weeping morn, 
Which shunn’d not He, though sinless bern, 
Honoring the rlte His Father gave, 

As we in font baptismal lave ; 

And when again the heav’n-born Child 
Mary presented undefiled ; 

Nor votive turtle-dove could vie 

With that meek Infant’s purity. 

But ere the heavenly orb ascends 

[ts glorious noon, a storm impends 
Temptation’s clouds and darkness press 
Athwart the lowering wilderness. 

But soon from forth the clond is seen 
That rising beam again serene ; 

Nor Satan’s arts, nor earthly care, 

Its pure effulgonce can impair. 


But thicker clouds at length we see 
Darkling around Gethsemane. 

Eclipsed is now that Gladdening ray 

That late poured forth the cheerful day ; 
Struggling it seems to linger yet, 

Ere dark on Calvary’s mount it set ; 

Red, as is view’d the evening beam, 

With blood—yet mild its parting gleam ; 
And sweeter, fairer, lovelier, now, 

Than when it gemm’d noon’s fervent brow. 
No twilight gilds that evening’s close, 
That night of chill suspense and woes ; 
The rocks are rent, the mountains quake, 
The slumbering dead from darkness wake. 
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And all things, man except, confess 
Hath set the Sun of Righteousness. 
But Easter bursts the fearful gloom : 
The risen Saviour quits the tomb ; 
‘ne Sun of Righteousness upsprings, 
With light and healing on his wings. 


And warmer still the zenith glows, 
As his last rays refulgent close 

On bright Ascension’s cheerful noon, 
When copious fell the hallow’d boon, 
To bless a world in night that lay, 
Now gladden’d by His deathless ray. 


- re > 
RAGLCLOWS LVVELLRIEGRN CHE. 


Consecration of St. Judes’ Church, Walterborough, 8. C_—This build- 
ing was consecrated to the worship of Almighty God, “the Father, the 
Son, and the Holy Ghost, Nov. 14, 1852; by Rt. Rev. F. H. Rutledge, 
Bishop of Florida, (acting by request of the Standing Committee of this 
Diocese)—Morning Prayer was said by the Rev. E. E. Bellinger, and 
the Sermon by the Rev, W. O. Prentiss, Rector of the Parish ; who 
also read the Sentence of Consecration. The Holy Convocation was 
administered by the Bishop, assisted in the distribution of the elements 
by the Rector. 





We beg leave to call the attention of our readers to the series of arti- 
cles by our accomplished correspondent, on St. Philip’s and St. 
Michael’s. The article in our present number is particularly worthy 
of perusal. His remarks on the propriety of decorating cemeteries 
with shrubbery and flowers, though some may regard them as poetical 
and imaginative, have certainly great force. Too long have urns and 
other heathen emblems not decorated but deformed our Churches and 
cemeteries. ‘Too many of them, inthe country, are wholly uninclosed 
and neglected. We agree with our correspondent that a reverential 
regard for those who have died in Christ, and all proper attention to 
the places where they have been deposited in hope of a glorious resur- 
rection, if not religion itself, is near akin to it; and is to be carefully 
cultivated, as leading to, and cherishing the tenderest devotional feel- 
ings. 

We were exceedingly pained to read in an article extraeted from the 
“‘ London Tablet,” the reported perversion of Bishop Ives of North- 
Carolina, to the Roman Church. We, however, remembered the recent 
barefaced attempt of the “Freeman’s Journal’’ to throw suspicion upon 
such a sound and conservative Divine, and hard-working clergyman, 
as our good friend, the Rev. Dr. Wells of Boston, by representing him 
as a convert to Romanism, a system which he abhors. We know it is 
the policy of Rome to manufacture perverts, and we trust that the fol- 
lowing paragraph, from the brother-in-law of Bishop Ives will stop this 
report. At least, the secession of Bishop Ives is now rendered ex- 
tremely improbable, and not to be believed without further proof. 
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Bishop Ives.—We find the following in the New-York Commercial 
Advertiser of Monday : 

A article having been reported from the London Tablet, of Novem- 
ber 27th, asserting that the Rt. Rev. Bishop Ives, of North-Carolina, in 
an interview with Cardinal Wiseman, had renounced the Communion 
of the Reformed Church, and submitted himself to the Church of Rome, 
it is ight that the friends of the Bishop and the Church at large should 
be informed that letters received from the Bishop himself, and other 
members of the family, travelling with him, dated at Paris, on different 
days, since the alleged event, make no mention of it whatever ; and are 
wholly irreconcileable with its having occurred. 


J. H. Hoparr. 
306 Fourth-st., 18th December. 


Tribute of Respect.—At a special meeting of the Vestry of Sheldon 
Church, Prince William’s Parish, the Preamble and Resolutions an- 
nexed were adopted by that Body, and ordered to be published : 

It has pleased Almighty God to address this Church and Parish by 
a dispensation, that, more or less, has touched every heart. The wis- 
dom of Him, whois unsearchable, and whose ways are past finding out, 
has removed from a sphere of extensive usefulness, one well adapted 
and inclined to advance thé best interests of the Christian Church, and 
to improve, both temporally and spiritually, the necessities ofall within 


» the circle of his influence. Inthe death of James CuTuBeErt, this con- 


gregation laments the loss of him, who, for several years, since his pro- 
fession of the Christian faith, has been “a burning and ashining light.” 
Active, zealous, enterprizing, devoted to the great objects of the Gos- 
pel, and the welfare of those, both white and black, near whom the Pro- 
vidence of God had placed his lot, he has obtained such wide affection 
and respect as embalm his name and excellencies in undying remem- 
brance. In token of the high honor which his singularly beautiful 
Christian course has won to him, the Vestry have caused his remains 
to be entombed within the Chancel of Sheldon Church, and as an ad- 
ditional expression of their feelings, 

Resolved, That in the early death of Mr. Cuthbert, this Church, while 
acknowledging the sovereignty of Him who doeth all things after the 
counsel of His own will, lament, as irreparable, the loss of one who, 
though among the youngest of her sons, had proved himself a deeply 
attached member, a most efficient officer, and exemplary disciple. 

Resolved, That for the generous devotedness of himself to the interests 
of the Church, by lay services, whenever occasion called; by liberal 
contributions of his means ; and by sacrifices of his time, he has secured 
a reputation which not many, ina long life, have gained. 

Resolved, 'That for his handsome legacy of five thousand dollars 
($5,000) to this Church, a moiety of the annual interest of which is for 
the Rector, and the other for a Missionary to the slaves of the parish, 
he has given a still farther and grateful evidence of his love to Christ, 
and solicitude for the spiritual interests of his fellow men. 

Resolved, That as an expression of our deep appreciation of the worth 
of this eminently humble and holy man of God, the Vestry, aided by 
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the Congregation and others so disposed, erect, in the new Church, a 
mural tablet to his memory. 

Resolved, That as a farther token of our bereavement, Sheldon Church, 
until Easter, be clothed in mourning. 


The paper below was prepared in the contemplation of an increa- 
singly large, and important field of Christian service. It was intended 
to be circulated by the writer about the close of the year, just passed. 
The lamented decease of him, who is named fn it, is known; and the 
breaking up of the establishment, for want of another noble heart to 
maintain it, has been carried into effect. Not having been circulated, 
it is sent for publication, as commemorative of one who was a burning 
and a shining light in the Episcopal Church; and also with the hope, 
that its perusal might engage others to identify themselves, in any 
Christian duty, with that beloved brother, who being dead, yet speak- 
eth to us, to be up and active in our Master’s service. Cc. E. L. 


“‘The undersigned deems it unnecessary to preface the following 
statement by an apology for its publicity, as he has been asked for the 
information he thus gives, and, as the work in question addresses, with 
no ordinary voice, each true Christian, and even patriotic heart. He 
must, however, say, that he alone is responsible for this mauner of its 
communication; and that it is made independently of the gentlemen 
named init. The writer’s report to the last Diocesan Convention, eli- 
cited the request that he would furnish some account of the charity, to 
which, he in that referred. This request presumed him to know its 
actual character and condition; and, he trusts, his answer will com- 
mend itself to every one interested, as every one, in our borders, should 
be, in the welfare of a much neglected class. 

Some four years since, a gentleman, well and favorably known in 
this part of the State, Mr. James Curusert, a member of the Episco- 
pal Church, in Prince William’s, in the spirit of a Christian philan- 
thropy, worthy of all praise, directed his attention to the improvement 
of the poor of this parish. The class, which he, as his father before 
him, sought to benefit, is, for the low country, a large, and in many re- 
spects, a simple hearted one. Scattered here and there, in the pine 
barrens, most of them without religious knowledge; many without 
morality in its common aspects; all, or nearly all, without education, 
in its humblest form; some degraded; and others stained by vices, 
that present them often at the judicial bar, they transmit with a fatal 
faithfulness, the sad legacy bequeathed tothem. Nor are they, beyond 
their own circle, not hacniial In a land like ours, every one, whether 
in the rank of these, or of that which is only a shade removed from 
them, and in most respects, no better; up to the highest acts, materi- 
ally, for the weal or woe of others. While, as to the evil tendency of 
their influence, the fact is stereotyped, that in no few instances, cor- 
rupted through the bribery, which inflames the passions and destroys 
the reason, they heedlessly support the man or measure, their judg- 
ment, if enlightened, and their affections, if christianized, would spurn. 
Through such instrumentality, who can say ours may not, at some 
time’ be legislators, who, themselves, are lawless,—lawless to the sa- 
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crifice of the righteousness which exalts, and is a country’s true palla- 
dium ; and to the perpetuation of sin, which is the reproach and ruin 
of a people. 

Ihe only apparent way to reach a class, peculiarly prejudiced and 
suspicious, was through the agency of their children; or rather, the 
only available means to accomplish permanent good, among them, was 
to begin with those, not evilly impressed beyond recovery. A direct 
address, proffering a faith, demanding Christian practices, had been 
met, witha disavowal of its need; or with the idea, that such proposal, 
covered a purpose, in seeming only, considerate of their waats; in a 
word, that guile was trafficing with the simple, for a vote, under the 
guise of a benevolence. This view had frustrated the contemplated 
good, and fastened a suspicion peculiar to such minds. That this is 
not a mere hypothesis, the difficulties encountered to obtain children 
for the school, and keep them free from parental influence, have fully 
proved. Though educated, fed and clothed, gratuitously ; though kept 
with that anxious care, which,—necessarily active with children neg- 
lected as these have been,—can be entered in no bill of costs, and is, in 
fact, more costly than money; their connexion, with this charity, has 
been deemed a favor, meriting other remuneration. Insomeinstances, 
they have been withdrawn, in others allowed to stay, only through re- 
peated representations of ultimate advantages. At present, the enter- 
prise is beginning to be understood in its true light, and just tendency. 
{t may here be stated, that no other gentleman, in this district, cou!d 
have been equally successful, with a people, sui generis. Personally 
popular with them, because courteous and obliging, yet asking no re- 
turn as, also, through the valued influence of his father’s memory ; 
respected by them, because, while kind and condescending, inflexibly 
upright, Mr. Cuthbert has accomplished what, as strorgly binding on 
others, as on him, none has attempted ; and, without obstacles, greater 
than he has met, had completed. He has, it is believed, the confidence 
of a class, few, unless actually known to them, to ask no reciprocal 
favor, might influence; and none, with this exception, could, save 
through demoralizing inducements, lead. 

The boys, forming this charity, at present numbering twenty-two, 
have been taken from families in the more immediate vicinity of this 
place. It is needless to say, ifthe intention of the benevolent founder is 
successful, they are rescued from the profligacy and crime, that are 
common to many a poor abode; from ignorance, encouraging Vicious- 
ness of heart and life ; and we hope, from ungodliness, in its direct and 
indirect developments. Home, round which cluster so many precious 
blessings, when the Gospel is the consulting and guiding wisdom, they 
have not, or what deserves the name. When grown up to be our fel- 
low-citizens, or the fellow-citizens of those, who hold our name and 
“i ; home, however humble, graced by pure affections, they will not 

ave, if Christian apathy still leaves to be gained, as best it may, the 
blessedness we prize. IfChristian sympathy might be roused in their 
behalf, these poor children, soon to be in their station of life, influen- 
tial, will have homes, and happy ones; homes, we trust, sanctified by 
the presence of the Holy Spirit, and honored by the Redeemer’s 
grace; where prayer and praise shall hold their daily office, and whence, 
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practically good results, to the glory of our common Father, shall, while 
life lasts, emanate. Educated as poor boys, except where might exist 
some promise of future superiority; clothed as such, coarsely, but 
neatly ; fed plainly, but sufficiently ; we reply to an inquiry, they are 
not trained above their station, but to the condition and prospect of 
humble life.* 

In answer to another question, whether the education is not wholly 
secular, we say, that while Mr. Cuthbert has, for four years, employed 
the services of a teacher, admirably adapted as he thinks, to the task of 
instructing in the rudimentary English; and honorably regarded by 
him for high integrity, fidelity and Christian character, he himself, 
while at home, morning and night, each alternate Sunday in the winter, 
and every Sunday afternoon in the summer, is their religious teacher. 
In the summer, we may as well mention in this connection, every Sun- 
day morning, and in the winter, every other Sunday, the larger boys, 
ages averaging about thirteen, walk to the Episcopal Church, and the 
smaller, ages about eight, ride in a cart or wagon, two and a half miles; 
and in the summer, attend the Sunday school. Itis a touching sight, 
these poor boys, thus rescued from Sabbath desecration, and ail its con- 
comitances of vice and ignorance, coming to-the house of God. Their 
recitations are invariably accurate, equal, if not superior, to those of 
the other scholars. Mr. C. is anxious to enlarge their religious educa- 
tion, because of the short time, before apprenticed, they have opportu- 
nity to acquire scriptural knowledge. For abouta year he has endea- 
vored to engage a teacher, expressly, for this department. Some young 
man, a candidate for orders, who might assist, as catechist, on his own 
plantation, and on those of others favorably inclined, he would employ. 
As yet, he has not been fortunate enough to find one suited to this 
place. When successful in this, closer attention will be paid to lessons, 
recognized necessary to the worth and efficiency of any school; and 
inseparable from this charity, in its immediate operations and future 
consequences. 

Another inquiry put, is, if there is not money appropriated by the 
Legislature for the parish schools, and why that does not supply the 
place of private benevolence. There is, we think, the appropriation 
of $600 to the whole parish ; but this school comes not within the cate- 
gory of such apportionment. For reasons that would be appreciated 
by every one, personally interested in the successful issue of this under- 
taking, Mr. C. would decline the small dividend, that might be given 
to his application. He finds this necessary, to remove the idea held by 
many pensioners in the parish, that he was in the receipt of a large 
amount belonging to the poor fund; 2s also to destroy the impression, 
that his school was not essentially different from those, which, it was 
optional with them to use, and only at their convenience, do use. To 
hinder suspicions, tending to defeat the utility of the purpose enter- 
tained, he refuses aid from the source referred to. Besides, the amount 
if given, would be too small to justify the idea, that it afforded any very 
important help; much less, could meet, if entirely appropriated, the 
expenses of the school, as it now exists. 


—_ 











~ * Four have been already put out to the Printing business in Charleston. 
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Any sums, in reply to another question, may be given, and for a sin- 
gle year or more. ‘The continuance of the school can alone be deter- 
mined by the means atcommand. As it now is, its support rests mainly 
on the large and generous contribution of Mr.C. This amount is about 
$1,500 per annum. Of course, it must stand or fall, with his ability. 
Some $500, chiefly from members of Sheldon Church, are also pledged 
fora yearortwo. These sums pay for about twenty boys, as the cost 
of each is found to be $100 annually. Itis advisable to secure assist- 
ance for a series of years, say four or five, as less time would, as it 
regards either moral, religious, or secular training, be inadequate. The 
time of education, however, must vary with the age, the capacity and 
the character of the children. It is the wish of the founder to enlarge 
the number, That must depend on those who read this statement. 
Twenty boys are a fraction only of the poor children of the parish; and 
where such facilities offer, and such issues urge—temporal and eternal, 
both—ought the opportunity to be unused? The interest of the Chris- 
tian citizen, the interest of the Christian father, mother, son and daugh- 
ter, is involved, and fearfully so, if there be value in the Apostle‘s word, 
“Whoso hath this world’s goods, and seeth his brother have need, and 
shutteth up his bowels of compassion from him, how dwelleth the love 
of God in him ?” 

Some of these children are orphans, and preference will be given by 
and by, doubtless to these who seem peculiarly the claimants of a deeper 
sympathy. However this may be, the fact that there are many, in this 
parish, thus bereaved, may be named as a call, that probably not every 
one will resist. A little incident, though not mentioned to go farther, 
will, we trust, help to thisresult. ‘ The other day,” said Mr. C. to me, 
(this was about two years ago) “ I found on returning home, an old man 
with two small boys, waiting. Though it was very cold, one of our 
coldest winter days, these children were clad in thin summer clothes, 
made evidently for persons of a very different size; with shoes of 
cloth, somehow fastened to their feet; and an apology for caps upon 
their heads. Their ages were about five and seven; and shivering, 
and famished to appearance, they reminded me of a class of pictures of 
the Cruikshank style.’ “Ihave brought these boys to you, Captain,” 
said the old man, “to see if you would take them.” Itold him my 
number was full, and the means exhausted. ‘“ They were left with me 
to bring to you, and if you refuse, I do not know what will become of 
them,” said he, in reply. I expressed my sorrow for them, while I 
reiterated the circumstances that hindered my inclination.”’ 

‘«¢ Well,’ said the old man, “I am sorry too, for their own mother is 
dead, and their step-mother has turned them out of doors, and there is 
no one to give them food or shelter: I donot know what will become 
of them.” ‘And what did you do,’ I asked, already, from my know- 
ledge of him, anticipating the reply.” ‘Oh,” he answered, “1 could 
not refuse such miserable, helplsss objects. I had to receive them. 
And giving orders to have them warmly clothed and taken care of, I 
told him to leave them with me, to share with the other boys.” Itmay 
be added here, that since then, other children, with equally strong 
claims upon the sympathy, have been compelled to be declined. 

To plead with any, for an object of such character, is not our purpose. 
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Such would be a reflection on their hearts, that we have neither the 
disposition, nor temerity to make. That a few only,—and those Epis- 
copalians, with, we believe, two exceptions, though the object has no 
sectarian expression,—have given, we would think is attributable to 
unacquaintance with the charity; or, perhaps, to that misinformation, 
which, indifference to a benevolent purpose is apt to acquire ; or which, 
hostility to a Christian movement, is inclined to circulate. To extend 
help to this, not to the neglect of other benevolent demands, is, we 
maintain, the duty of every one attached to the soil of Carolina, whether 
such be residents of the parish, or other part of the State. We think, 
too, that the burden‘and heat of the day, should not be allowed to rest 
on one, even if he be willing; nor that there should be but one good 
Samaritan, travelling this very long but interesting course of Christian 
labor. And thinking so, we, without a word of what we have written, 
being known to him, whose engagement in this work is most honorable 
to himself and the Christian cause, and who, against trying discourage- 
ments, and alone, has sustained it, by great sacrifices, zeal, energy, 
patience, and Christian love, possessed, it would appear, by very few, 
we simply commend it to your sympathy and aid, in the name of the 
Master, who said, “inasmuch as ye have done it unto one of the least 
of these, ye have done it unto Me.” 
Cuas. E. Leverert, 
Rector of Sheldon Church, Prince Williams. 
McPhersonville, S. C., 1852.” 


Bishop Otey.—The Rt. Rev. Bishop Otey has concluded upon taking 
up his residence in this city, and has already removed his family here, 
who arrived in the city last Saturday. The Bishop will not be here 
himself until the latter part of the present week, probably in time to 
officiate at Calvary Church on next Sabbath. The congregation of 
that Church have purchased a residence on Jefferson-street for him, 
and it is probable that he will take charge of that Church, after he be- 
comes permanently located. A beautiful lot has been purchased on 
the corner of Linden and Main-streets, whereon to build a new Church 
edifice for the Rev. Dr. Page, and a considerable sum of money has 
already been subscribed for its erection —Memphis Whig, Dec. 10. 


Daniel Webster—S. Corning Judd, Esq., the editor of the Syra- 
cuse Star, writing from Washington, under date of Nov. 8th says: 

“ Last evening (Sunday) we listened to a sermon at Trinity Church 
in this city, by the Rev. C. M. Butler, Chaplain of the Senate, on the 
death of Mr. Webster. His text was from Prov, 24: 5.—‘* A wise man 
is strong.” The discourse was a masterly and finished production, 
reviewing the public, private, and religious character of the distin- 
guished deceased, as in analogy with the text. Mr. B. confirmed our 
statement in the Star, which was called in question by the Standard 
and other papers, that Mr. Webster at the time of his death was a mem- 
ber of the Protestant Episcopal Church; and he stated furthermore 
that Mr. Wghad for ten years past been an Episcopalian, and for the 
last five years a member in full communion of his (Trinity) Church in 
this city. 
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320 Books.—A cknowledgmen ts.— Calendar. 


We have received from the agent of the Sunday School Union, the 
following Books :— 

1, “ The Churchman’s Diary for 1853: in which all holy days, an- 
niversaries and meetings of Church institutions, are noted under their 
respective dates, with a blank space for memorandums for each day in 
the year.” 

“ Walk in Wisdom—Redeeming the Time.” The above is neatly 
bound. Vol. iv. 5.: in pocket-book form. 

2. “The Baptized Child: an Address to children of the Protestant 
Episcopal Church. By the Rev. Henry W: Lee, D.D.” This is a 
plain and simple statement of the duties and obligations arising out of 
Baptism—a great part of it in the language of the Prayer-book. 

3. The Christmas Gift. A Tale for the Church’s children. By 
Jane A. Eames, author of “ My Mother’s Jewels, &c.” This is a de- 
lightful httle story, inculcating the best principles, and told in simple 
but choice language. It can be recommended in the strongest manner 
to parents and Sunday School Teachers, as certain to interest and in- 
struct their children and pupils. We predict that it will be a great 


favorite with the young. 
INI One GS OI A ne 
ACKNOWLEDGMENTS. 

The following amounts have been received for Foreign Missions :— 
Dec. 13, 1852. From St. John’s, in the Wilderness, Flat Rock, N.C., general, $43 19 

‘* 14. From Charleston Monthly Missionary Lecture, on 8th inst. - 3 03 

Henry TREscor, 
Receiving Agent for Foreign Missions in South-Carolina. 


The following amounts have been received for Domestic Missions in December:— 





St. Michael’s, Advent Sunday, =~ - - - - : $52 00 
Monthly Missionary Lecture, : - - - - - 4 05 
St. John’s in the Wilderness, North-Carolina, - - - - 17 20 
Trinity Church, Abbeville, - - : - : - 7 00 
St. Stephen’s and Upper St. John’s, for South West, (Advent,)  - - 145 00 
Ditto fur Dehon School, - . - - - - - 10 00 
St. Michael’s, for Spartanburg, = - : - - ° - 27 12 

262 37 


J. K. Sass, Receiving Agent, Diocese, S. C. 

The undersigned gratefully acknowledges the receipt of the following alms, through 
the hands of J. K. Sass, Esq., viz: —$13 66 from St. Michael’s Church, Charleston, 8. 
Carolina, for the Minnesota Mission; $7 from do. for the og Fa aby Mission; $2 50 
from St. Paul’s Church, for do. ; $3 50 Monthly Missionary Lecture for do. 

J. Luoyp Breck, for the Minnesota Mission: 

Chippeway Mission House, M. T. 8th Nov. 1852. 

The undersigned gratefully acknowledge the receipt of $100, through J. K. Sass, 
Esq., for the support of the Missionary for the vicinity of Aiken; which, to the present 
time, has been the yearly contribution of two individuals. “ He that hath pity upon 
the poor, lendeth unto the Lord; and look what.he layeth out, it shall be paid him 
again.” Prov. xix. 17. 

C. T. Buann, Missionary. 





ec 
CALENDAR FOR JANUARY, 1853. 
1. The Circumcision of our Lord Jesus | 166 Second Sunday after the my rene 
ay be- 








Christ. 23. Septuagesima Sunday: 3d Sun 
2. Second Sunday after Christmas. ! fore Lent. 
6. The Epiphany, or the Manifestation | 25. The Conversion of St. Paul. 
of Christ to the Gentiles. | 30. Sexagesima Sunday: 2d Sunday be- 
9. First Sunday after the Epiphany. | tore Lent. 
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The Evergreen for 1853. 


On the Ist of January next will be issued, the first number of Vol. X of the Ever- 
GREEN, or CHURCH FamiLy MaGazine. The Evergreen will continue to be devoted to 
the interests of thé family and the Church. Its object is to supply wholesome and en- 
tertaining reading for the Christian family, combined with instruction in the great 
principles of religious truth, to be a welcome visitor in every domestic circle, and an 
efficient aid in imparting and enforcing that instruction which lies at the foundation of 
all true usefulness and knowledge. In a word, to be a Cuurcn Magazine for the 
Famity and Par.or. 

The proprietur will be aided by the following, among other contributors: 

Rev. Henry N. Hudson, Rev. J. H. Ingraham, 
Rev. Frederic W. Shelton, Rey. Jesse A. Spencer, D. D. 

For the purpose of encouraging the formation ef clubs, the Magazine will be turnish- 


ed at the following rates: 


1 copy for one year, ee Ce 
2 copies, or more, for one year, ae 25 1 50 each. 
oe es eh es Re gi 8 00 
Zz 9% ee +. (9 Oe SS 
~** " ° . - - : 23 00 
30. , 2 a 


The payment, in all cases, to be invariably imadvance. 

Persons intending to form clubs are requested to do so forthwith, and notify the pro- 
prietor of the number of copies wanted, that he may know how to regulate the edition 
for the ensuiug year. 

Each number will contain 32 pages, and a beautiful steel engraving, and a complete 
summary of Ecclesiastical intelhgence throughout the United States. 

The Evergreen ts recommended by 
Rt. Rev. B. T. Onderdonk, D. D., Bishop of New-York. 
Rt. Rev. Jonathan M. Wainwright, D. D., Provisional Bishop of New-York. 


Rev. William Berrian, D. D. Rey. A. Bloomer Hart, 
‘¢ John MeVickar, D. D: * W. Walton, D. D. 
“ John F. Schroeder, D. D. “ Caleb Clapp, 

‘* Samuel Seabury, D. D. ‘« Alex. 8. Leonard, 
“« Joseph H. Price, D. D. ‘* G. H. Houghton, 
“ Chs. W. Hackley, D. D. ‘“ Cor. R. Duttie, 

* Benjamin Evans, ‘“ George B. Draper, 


(= The postage is one cent to all parts of the United States, or if prepaid quarterly 


in adyance, one half cent. Ali letters to be post-paid and addressed to 
WILLIAM H. ONDERDONK, 


7 Proprietor of the Evergreen, 121 Fulton-st., N. York. 
Noévember 20 4t 





The Children’s Magazine. 


24 Pages, 18mo. Monthly. 
Published by the Genaral Protestant Episcopal Sunday School Union. 

Terms.—For a single copy, 25 cents per annum; for fifty copies, ten dollars per 
annum ; payable always in advance. 

Under the new postage law, it will be chargeable with postage as follows: 

To any post-office im the State of New-York, 3 cents per annum, (payable by the 
subscriber to the Magazine,) quarterly in advance. 

To any part of the United States 6 cents per annum, (payable by the subscriber to 
the Magazine,) quarterly in advance. 

{>> For eleven dollars and sixty-eight cents, remitted to the undersigned, in current 
bills and postage stamps, fifty copies of the Magazine will be sent, postpaid, for one 

ear, to any part of the Unlted States ;. or, twenty-five copies for five dollars and thirty- 


dour cents, remitted as above. _ | 
Tue Cuitpren’s MacGazine will enter its 45th year with January 1853, haying a lar- 


ger list of subscribers than at any earlier period. 
No pains will be spared to render it attractive and interesting, as well as instructive. 
Those who would subscribe are requested to do so early, with direction as to the 
mode of transmission of their numbers, The mail will, in most cases, be found the 


preferable mode. Address orders to DANIEL DANA, Jr., Agent, 
December 11 No. 20 John-st., N. York, 
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Receipts for the Gospel Messenger for the following years : 








1851. 1852. 
Amount brought forward for Amount brought forward for 

Vol. XXVIII. $540 Vol. XXIX. $363 75 

Mr. Joseph W. Faber, - - 3 Rev. R. P. Johnson, - ae 

Mrs. B. F. Rutledge, - - 3 

Balance due, $81 Mr. Joseph W. Salar, - - 3 

Mr. James O'Neil,” - - - 3 
$375 75 











Sword’s Pocket Almanae, for 18953. 


Containing lists of the Bishops and Clergy in each Diocese, and other Statistical in- 
formation concerning the Protestant Episcopal Church in the United States. Price 25 
cents. For sale by A. E. MILLER, No. 3, State-st. 

Also—THE CHURCH ALMANAC for 1853. January | 


ae REMOVAL!!! 


A. E. MILLER has removed his Printing Office and Book-store to STATE-STREET, 
next coor to the Telegraph Office, and nearly adjoining the Bank of the State of South- 
Carolina, in a uewly erected Brick building ; where he may be found ready to receive 
and execute any orders in his line of business. 


ALTERATION OF THE PRICE OF 
MILLER’S PLANTERS’ & MERCHANTS’ ALMANAC, 


for 1853. This Paladium of Knowledge, which has attained considerable celebrity 
among its patrons, isnow published and ready for sale at his Store. The price by the 
single copy, is 124 cents—by the dozen, seventy-five cents—and by the 100 (not groce, ) 
five dollars. The price heretofore, by the quantity, has been less than 34 cents, 
which is not a sufficient remuneration for the labor and expense of the publication. 

[==° Orders from the country, with the money enclosed, will be promptly attended to. 

ALSO, FOR SALE, 

‘The Book of Constitutions, or Ahiman Rezon; a new edition, published by order of 
the Grand Lodge of A. F. Masons of South-Carolina. Compiled by Br. A. G. Mackey, 
and published by A. KE. Miller. Price $2 single—by the quantity, at a reduced price. 

A. E. MILLER, Printer, Publisher, and Book-seller, 

November 15, 1852. No. 3 State-street. 











Daily Service is held 


In St. Philip’s Church on Monday and Friday, at......---- -- +--+ ---- XI o’clock 
“« §St. Peter’s os TUCOdEi ian 25 - -- 20s cocces cone cocccccese Ps 
“ §t. Michael’s and St. Paul’s on Wednesday, ...--..----.---- ineece *. @ 


“« §t. Michael’s, every Friday afternoon. 
“Grace Church, on Wednesday afternoon at 4, and on Friday, at......XI “ 


“« §8t. John’s ye. tie Hampstead, on Saturday,+.eoes.----- sccccceees LX “ 
“Church of Holy Communion, Friday Morning, at....-......-. scccooml “ 
a * Wednesday evening, eevess-sseceesee-- VG 


‘“ §t. Stephen’s Chapel, every day, except Saturday, at .eecseeces sees dll “ 
HOLY COMMUNION. 

In St. Philip’s, 

«“ St. Michael’s, On Ist Sunday in the month. 

“ St. Paul’s, 

« St. Peter’s, an 


“é éé 
St. Stephen’s, On the 2d 


« St. John’s, Hampstead, on the 3d. a 
“ Holy Communion, on the 2d and 4th. 
In Grace Church, on the 4th oe es 


On the last Sunday. 


“ Calvary, 
‘ these Churches, on the five great Festivals, for which “ special 


Calvary, 
In one or more o 


prefaces” haye been provided. 


